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Health  Offices, 

Trinity  Street, 

25th  April,  1933. 


Mr.  M.vyor,  Llvdies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  upon 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the 
year  1932. 

I have  given  full  details  of  the  establishment  and  work  of  the 
new  Maternity  Home.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  tliis  Home 
has  cost  very  much  less  than  such  Homes  usually  cost  and  that  it 
has  been  a greater  success  than  anyone  dared  to  expect. 

Statistics.  No  remarkable  change  has  occurred.  It  is  much 
more  siitisfactory  to  have  only  one  population  figure  for  all 
statistical  purposes.  The  garrison  now  is  included  in  calculating 
the  death  rates.  This  has  not  been  done  until  now  since  the  war. 
The  Birth  Rate  remains  low.  The  Death  Rates  have  fallen,  but 
this  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the  inclusion  of  the  garrison  in  the 
population  figure. 

Infectious  Diseases.  There  was  no  remarkable  change  in  the 
incidence  of  the  Infectious  Diseases.  But  it  should  be  noticed  that 
a greater  proportion  of  the  cases  of  Pneumonia  was  notified  than 
has  been  customary. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  was 
smaller  than  usual,  owing  to  fewer  patients  being  received  from 
the  neighbouring  districts  and  from  the  garrison. 

Housing.  Work  steadily  continues  in  three  directions.  First 
the  abolition  of  property  that  is  unfit  and  cannot  be  made  fit  for 
human  habitation,  secondly  the  improvement  and  repair  of  property, 
i and  thirdly  the  erection  of  houses  by  the  Local  Authority. 
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There  are  still  a few  houses  in  the  Borough  that  come  under  the 
first  category.  But  I am  continuously  being  checked  in  this  very 
necessary  Avork  of  destruction  by  the  inability  of  tenants  to  pay 
higher  rents.  There  is  a very  great  need  for  houses  at  a rental  of 
five  shillings  or  less.  It  is  a definite  hardship  to  turn  poor  people 
out  of  a house  that  does  not  in  every  respect  comply  with  modem 
ideas  of  sanitation  and  offer  them,  in  plac'e  of  the  home  that  contents 
them,  a house  at  double  the  rent  or  the  Workhouse.  It  is  better  to 
live  in  a hovel  and  have  a full  stomach  than  in  a palace  and  be 
half  starved. 

Maternity  and  Child  W elfare.  The  Maternity  Home  has  made  a 
most  successful  beginning  and  as  a result  the  Antenatal  Clinic  has 
increased  its  clientele  considerably.  The  Birth  Rate  continues  to 
fall  slightly  and  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  remains  satisfactorily 
low. 

In  conclusion  I beg  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  continued  support  throughout  the  year. 
The  Avork  at  the  Health  Offices,  Isolation  Hospital,  Maternity  Homo, 
and  A^arious  Clinics,  has  run  smoothly  and  successfully  OAving  to 
the  great  assistance  I continue  to  receive  fi'om  the  Staffs  of  the 
Office  and  Institutions.  I am  most  grateful  to  them  for  their  help 
and  co-operation. 


I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  sei'A^ant, 

W.  F.  CORFIELD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  etc. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1 932. 


An  “ Ordinary  Report  ” as  defined  in  Appendix  1,  Section 
B,  Circular  1269  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,333 

Population  (1932  R.  G.  estimate)  ...  ...  49,430 

„ (Census,  1931)  ...  ...  ...  48,701 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1931)  ...  ...  10,520 

„ „ „ (1932)  according  to  Rate  Books  10,970 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1931)  ...  11,071 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £294,713 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £1,089 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Legitimate  Male,  376  Female,  337 
Illegitimate  „ 17  „ 15 

Birth  Rate 

„ „ England  and  Wales... 

Still  Births  Male,  16  Female,  10 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

Deaths  ...  Male,  281  Female,  259 


Live  Births  ■! 


Total,  713 


Total, 


32 

151 

15-3 

26 


34-9 


Total,  540 


B 


Death  Ihite  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  10’ 9 

„ „ England  and  Wales...  ...  ...  12‘0 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  4r2 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  Child-birth — 
From  Sepsis,  0.  From  Other  Causes,  5. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births — 
Legitimate,  49’0.  Illegitimate,  125  0.  Total,  52'3. 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  1 

„ ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages')  ...  ...  3 

„ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  ...  2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death  Bate  ...  ...  0'60 

Other  Tubercular  Disease  Death  Rate  ...  ...  0'14 

Cancer  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  I'So 


Deaths  of  Colchester  Residents  of  70  years  and  over. 


70  and  under  80 

80  and  under  90 

90  and  over 

Total  over  70 

133 

83 

10 

226 

The  ages  of  persons  of  90  and  over  were — 1 of  90,  3 of  91,  1 of  93, 
2 of  94,  1 of  95,  1 of  96,  1 of  97  ; six  of  these  persons  were  females. 
The  four  men  were  agricultural  labourers  living  on  the 
of  the  town. 

Garrison  and  Institutional  Populations. 

Average  Daily  Strength  of  the  Garrison 

Officers,  203  Women,  358 

Other  Ranks,  3,195  Children,  659 

Mental  Hospitals  Population 

Severalls  Mental  Hospital  (Inmates  and 

Resident  Staff)  ...  ...  2,245 

Royal  Eastern  Counties  Institution  ...  1,664 

The  Military  population  has  increased  since  the  previous  year  by 
232  and  the  Mental  Hospitals  by  127. 


outskirts 


4,415 


3,909 

Increase  or 
Decrease. 

-f  83 
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The  Causes  of  Death  in  Infants  and  Children  under  5 

years,  1932. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 

1 year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

Totals 

Measles 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

... 

... 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

1 

2 

3 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  ... 

... 

1 

1 

Heart  Disease 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer 

1 

. . . 

. . « 

1 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

2 

2 

4 

Bronchitis 

2 

... 

... 

2 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

1 

6 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

... 

. . . 

2 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

... 

2 

Congenital  Debility  and  Pre- 
mature Birth 

23 

... 

23 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

... 

3 

2 

5 

Violent  Deaths 

4 

... 

4 

Totals... 

39 

11 

8 

58 

The  above  table  shows  that  almost  half  the  deaths  of  children 
under  five  years  of  age  are  due  to  Congenital  Debility  and 
Premature  Birth. 

In  the  general  statistics  it  should  first  be  noted  that  only  one 
population  figure  is  given.  At  last  the  Kegistrar  General  has 
abandoned  the  confusing  system  of  including  the  garrison 
population  for  birth  rate  calculations  and  excluding  it  for  death 
rates.  Now  there  is  one  population  for  all  purposes  and  this 
includes  the  garrison. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  stationary,  but  the  Death  Rate  has  fallen  from 
11'5  to  10‘9,  whereas  for  England  and  Wales  it  is  12‘0.  The 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  a little  higher  than  usual.  These  deaths 
are  very  largely  due  to  antenatal  causes.  No  importance  should  be 
attached  to  tho  high  mortality  figure  of  illegitimate  infants, 
as  when  dealing  with  such  small  numbers  extremely  high  or 
•extremely  low  figures  are  readily  produced  by  small  increases  or 
decreases.  There  were  32  illegitimate  births  and  4 deaths. 

Both  Tuberculosis  Death  Rates  are  satisfactorily  low,  and  the 
Cancer  Death  Rate  has  fallen  back  nearer  to  the  rate  to  bo 
«xpccted.  The  rate  of  r66  of  1931  was  abnormally  higli,  and  it 
is  gratifying  to  find  it  was  not  maintained  in  1932. 
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Death  of  Colchester  Residents,  19S2. 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox  ... 

. . . 

Measles 

, , , 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Diphtheria  ... 

2 

3 

5 

Influenza  ... 

9 

9 

18 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

3 

... 

3 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

19 

11 

30 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

4 

3 

7 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

29 

38 

67 

Syphilis,  &c. 

... 

Diabetes 

2 

6 

8 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  Ac. 

14 

15 

• 29 

Heart  Disease 

59 

66 

125 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

9 

10 

19 

Bronchitis  ... 

17 

10 

27 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

18 

13 

31 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

2 

4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum... 

6 

2 

8 

Diarrhoea,  Ac.  (under  2 years) 

, , , 

2 

2 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

. . . 

2 

2 

Diseases  of  Liver  ... 

2 

2 

4 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

7 

4 

11 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

7 

14 

21 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

... 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

. . . 

5 

5 

Senility 

1 

6 

7 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 
Premature  Birth 

17 

8 

25 

Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

Other  deaths  from  Violence 

13 

5 

18 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

38 

18 

56 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown  ... 

... 

... 

Totals  ... 

281 

259 

540 

There  was  an  unusually  large  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
due  to  Heart  Disease,  from  98  in  1931  to  125  in  1932  ; there  were 
increases  also  from  Pneumonia,  19  to  31,  and  Nephritis,  16  to 
21.  Diminutions  occurred  from  Cancer,  75  to  67 ; Tuberculosis, 
48  to  37,  and  Circulatory  Diseases  35  to  19.  It  is  to  bo  regretted 
that  the  diminution  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  cannot 
bo  ascribed  to  a definite  cause.  Probably  it  is  only  a temporary 
fall  and  the  steady  increase  that  has  been  occurring  for  the  past  20 
years  will  continue.  There  is  at  present  no  reason  to  expect 
anything  else. 

Now  that  the  Registrar  General  has  gone  back  to  the  pre-war 
practice  of  including  the  garrison  as  part  of  the  population  of 
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Colchester,  the  above  figures  are  increased  by  12  soldiers  that  died. 
Since  the  war  military  deaths  have  been  excluded  : from  now  they 
will  be  again  included. 

Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality 
during^  the  year  1932. 


Birth  Rate 
per  1000 
Total 

Population. 

Annual 

Death  Rate  per  1000 
Population. 

RateperlOOO 
Live  Births. 

All 

Causes. 

' Enteric 
[ Fever. 

Small-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

Influenza. 

Violence. 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis 

under2yrs. 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 year. 

Live 

Births. 

Still 

Births. 

England  and  Wales 

lo-3 

066 

120 

001 

0-00 

0-08 

001 

0-07 

006 

033 

0-54 

66 

65 

118  County  Boroughs 

and  Great  Towns, 

including  London 

15-4 

064 

12-2 

000 

000 

0T2 

001 

008 

0-07 

0-28 

0-54 

8-6 

70 

126  Smaller  Towns 

15-2 

068 

11-4 

O'Ol 

— 

0-07 

001 

007 

0-04 

0-31 

0-53 

5-3 

61 

London 

14-3 

0-46 

12-3 

000 

000 

019 

0-02 

0-08 

0-07 

0-28 

0-57 

12o 

67 

Colchester  Borough 

161 

0o2 

10-9 

000 

0-00 

0-02 

0-02 

006 

OiO 

0-36 

0-36 

27 

52 

The  outstanding  figures  in  the  above  table  are  the  Death  Rate 
from  Diarrhoea  in  children  under  2 years  of  age,  and  the  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate.  The  Colchester  figure  2'7  is  nearly  half  that  of 
the  next  lowest  figure  4'5,  the  average  figure  of  the  126  smaller 
towns.  The  Death  Rate  under  one  year  is  also  well  below  all  the 
other  figures. 

Health  Officers  and  Staff. 

It  was  found  necessary  early  in  the  year  to  appoint  a new  junior 
female  clerk,  in  order  that  the  senior  might  be  free  to  interview 
patients  wishing  to  book  accommodation  in  the  Maternity  Home. 
Even  with  this  additional  help  the  work  in  the  Health  Office  seems 
steadily  to  increase  for  everyone. 

Miss  Thornhill,  the  Matron  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  resigned 
and  Miss  Copelin  was  appointed  in  her  place. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Tayler,  the  Veterinary  Surgeon,  was  killed  in  a motor 
accident  and  Mr.  C.  T.  Murphy  was  appointed  to  fill  the  post. 

The  Matron  and  Staff  necessary  at  the  Maternity  Home  were 
appointed. 

Nursings  in  the  Home. 

The  District  Nursing  Association  continues  to  send  Nurses, 
upon  a request  being  received  from  the  Health  Department,  to  poor 
children  requiring  nursing  at  home. 
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During  the  year  14  children  were  looked  after  in  this  way,  and 
203  visits  were  paid  by  the  Nurses.  The  children  were  suffering 
from — Pneumonia  (7),  Measles  and  Pneumonia  (2),  Whooping 
Cough  and  Pneumonia  (2),  Severe  Otorrhoea  (1),  Impetigo  (1),  and 
Malnutrition  (1).  One  of  the  children  with  Pneumonia  was 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  All  the  children  recovered. 

These  cases  are  referred  to  the  Health  Department  for  assistance 
by  the  Health  Nurses,  and  by  Private  Practitioners  attending 
the  cases. 

Midwives. 

The  number  of  Mid  wives  practising  in  the  Borough  is  now  22. 

One  hundred  notices  requesting  Medical  Aid  w^ere  received 
from  Mid  wives  duidng  the  year.  These  notices  are  sent  in 
accordance  with  the  Midwives  Acts,  and  the  Local  Authority  is 
responsible  for  paying  the  fees  due.  During  the  year  about  75 
per  cent,  of  the  doctors’  accounts  w'ere  rendered  relating  to  the 
above  cases.  Under  the  scale  adopted  by  the  Borough  Council  11 
patients  paid  the  full  fees  and  26  paid  part  of  -the  fees,  the  remainder 
received  medical  attention  free  at  the  cost  of  the  Council,  or  paid 
the  doctor  direct. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Health  Offices  Laboratory. 


Results. 

TOTAL. 

Specimens  Examined. 

Positive  or 
Abnormal. 

Negative 
or  Normal. 

1932. 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  B. 

58 

562 

620 

Sputum  for  Tubercle  B. 

11 

72 

83 

Fluid  for  C.S.E. 

0 

2 

7 

Pus  for  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

Urine  Examinations  (various)  ... 

74 

426 

600 

Meat  Specimens,  etc. 

2 

5 

7 

Town  Water  Supply  f Spring  Supply 
Analysis  1 Artesian  Well 

5 ^ 

.43  - 

9 

Other  Water  Supply  Analysis  ... 

... 

7 

Total  Specimens  Examined 

... 

1,234 

The  very  great  increase  during  1931  and  1932  in  the  number  of 
Urine  Examinations  is  solely  due  to  the  inci*easing  activity  of  the 
Antenatal  Clinic.  It  is  a most  valuable  part  of  the  ^vork  of 
this  Clinic. 

The  Towm  Water  supply  continues  to  show  an  absolutely  pure 
result  upon  Bacteriological  Examination. 
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Legislation  in  Force. 

Two  new  sets  of  Bye-laws  came  into  force  in  1932.  They  were — 
Bye-laws  relating  to  Houses  let  in  Lodgings ; and  Bye-laws  with 
respect  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  similar  Structures. 

The  latter  Bye-laws  were  particularly  necessary  owing  to  an 
increasing  tendency  of  persons  with  large  yards  in  the  town  to  fill 
such  yards  with  caravans  and  let  them  as  dwelling  places.  Also, 
caravan  dwellers  were  liable  to  become  a nuisance  in  the  more 
rural  parts  of  the  Borough  during  the  fruit-picking  season,  and 
more  control  of  their  camping  places  was  desirable. 

Hospitals  in  Colchester. 

No  change  has  occurred  in  the  Hospitals  and  Institutions ; but 
at  last  work  has  commenced  upon  the  new  buildings  of  the  Royal 
Eastern  Counties  Institution  for  Imbeciles  and  Idiots  that  will  be 
situate  upon  Turner  Road. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

Applications  for  Registration  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Homes  Registered  ...  ...  ...  2 

Orders  made  Refusing  or  Cancelling  Registration  ...  — 

Applications  for  Exemption  from  Registration  ...  — 

Application  for  Registration  withdrawn  ...  ...  1 

Both  Registered  Nursing  Homes  have  enlarged  their  premises. 
The  Colchester  Nursing  Home  has  taken  in  an  adjoining  house  and 
enlarged  its  accommodation  considerably.  The  smaller  Home  in 
King  Harold  Road  has  added  a large  bedroom. 

An  application  for  registration  as  a Nursing  Home  was  received 
in  respect  of  a building  that  was  found  to  be  quite  unsuitable  when 
inspected.  The  applicant  withdrew  her  application  when  the 
difficulties  were  pointed  out  to  her. 

A woman  was  found  to  be  receiving  expectant  mothers  in  her 
house.  She  was  warned  that  this  must  cease  or  she  must  apply  for 
registration.  She  stated  that  she  was  only  doing  it  to  oblige  and 
would  cease  to  do  so  forthwith. 

The  two  Registered  Homes  have  been  visited  during  the  year 
and  found  to  be  kept  and  conducted  satisfactorily. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Visits  paid  to  Infants  hy  the  Health  Nurses  during  the  year. 


Under 

1—3 

3—6 

6—12 

1—2 

2—5 

Total 

1 month 

months 

months 

months 

years 

years 

Visits 

676 

872 

1,140 

1,677 

2,604 

5,879 

12,848 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Nurses  has  fallen  to 
about  normal.  In  1931  an  imusually  large  number  were  paid.  It 
is  worth  noting  the  particularly  large  number  of  visits  to  Toddlers, 


t.e.,  children  of  from  2-5  years  old. 

Part  I.  Children  Act,  1908. 

Children  on  Register  1st  January,  1932  ...  ...  33 

Additions  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  11 

Names  removed  from  the  Register  ...  ...  14 

Children  on  Register  31st  December,  1932  ...  ...  30 


The  Health  Nurses  regularly  visit  homes  where  children  are 
taken  in  for  profit.  Under  the  new  regulations  the  Health  Depart- 
ment is  responsible  for  keeping  a Register  of  Foster-parents  who 
are  paid  to  look  after  children,  in  place  of  the  Guardians  who  were 
formerly  responsible.  These  homes  have  to  be  kept  up  to  a good 
standard  of  cleanliness,  and  the  children  must  be  regularly  visited. 
No  names  were  removed  from  the  Register  for  any  unsatisfactory 
condition.  Some  were  removed  because  the  foster-parents  moved 
away  from  the  Borough  or  gave  up  taking  a child,  or  because  a 
child  reached  the  age  of  7 years,  after  which  age  registration  is  no 
longer  required. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Number 

of 

Cases 

Cases 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

In  Hospital 

... 

... 

... 

... 
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The  lnTa.nt  Clinics. 

1931  1932 

Number  of  new  babies  brought  to  the  Clinics  : 

Trinity  Street  165,Wimpole  Road  108,  Lexden  34, 

Mile  End  28  ...  ...  ...  368  335 

Number  of  Attendances  made : Trinity  Street 
2,345,  Wimpole  Road  1,680,  Lexden  516, 

Mile  End  289  ...  ...  ...4,731  4,830 

There  is  again  a fall  of  about  30  in  the  number  of  babies 
brought  to  the  Clinics.  But  the  attendances  at  both  Trinity  Street 
and  Wimpole  Road  Clinics  have  increased.  Lexden  attendances 
remain  exactly  the  same,  but  at  Mile  End  there  has  been  a sad 
falling  off. 


Milk  CMothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919. 


1930 

1931 

1932 

Number  of  families  supplied  with  free 

Fresh  Milk... 

96 

90 

no 

Number  of  pints  supplied  ...  9,067  9,266 

12,289 

The  amount  of  milk  supplied  free  to  poor  mothers  for  their 

babies  has  increased.  Undoubtedly  money  spent  in 

this 

way  is 

well  spent,  and  is  one  of  the  direct  causes 

of  the  low  Infantile 

Mortality  Rate. 

Ante-natal  Clinic. 

1930 

1931 

1932 

Number  of  times  the  Clinic  was  held 

24 

32 

48 

New  Patients  (Colchester  74,  Other  Districts 

26j  ...  ...  ... 

69 

103 

100 

Number  of  Attendances  (Colchester  437, 

Other  Districts  59) 

153 

312 

496 

Average  number  of  cases  per  Clinic 

6 

10 

10 

Cases  with  Abnormal  Conditions 

14 

20 

„ recommended  to  seek  further  Medical  Advice 

26 

17 

„ „ Institutions 

19 

8 

The  above  figures  show  how  rapidly  now  the  value  of  this 

Clinic 

is  being  appreciated.  Arrangements  were  made  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  for  the  Lady  Doctor  to  attend  every  Monday  and  the 
attendances  at  once  increased  so  that  the  average  number  of  cases 
per  session  remained  the  same. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  investigates  all  Maternal  Deaths 
and  a special  confidential  report  upon  each  is  sent  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  o 
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Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Borough  Cases — 

Notified,  3;  not  notified,  nil  ...  ...  ...  3 

Removed  to  Isolation  Hospital — 

Borough  Cases,  nil ; Outside  District  Cases,  2 ...  2 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  in  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  nil 


It  is  very  gratifying  that  four  of  the  five  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever 
recovered.  This  disease  may  be  very  mild,  but  even  the  mildest 
case  may  develop  into  the  most  malignant  and  deadly,  and  a great 


deal  depends  upon  prompt  and  energetic  treatment, 
fatality  was  a patient  in  Severalls  Mental  Hospital. 

The  one 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

1931 

1932 

Infants  brought  to  the  Clinic 

32 

27 

Attendances  made  ... 

44 

41 

The  27  infants  treated  at  this  Clinic  were  suffering  from  the 
following  crippling  conditions — 

Rickets,  Flat  Feet,  or  Bowed  Legs  ...  ...  19 

Deformity  of  Fingers  ...  ...  ...  3 

Club  Foot,  Arthritis  of  Knees  and  Thumb,  Scars  of 
Burns  on  Hands,  Spastic  Diplegia,  and  Infantile 
Paralysis ; one  each  ...  ...  ...  5 

The  first  three  conditions  are  grouped  together  as  it  is  not  un- 

common to  find  two  or  all  three  of  these  conditions  in  the  same  child. 

Two  of  the  above  children  were  recommended  for  special  treat- 
ment in  an  Orthopaedic  Hospital.  Treatment  in  neither  case  was 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Orthopaedic  Massage  Clinic. — A lady  masseuse  attends  this  Clinic 
upon  one  half-day  each  week  and  instructs  mothers  in  remedial 
exercises  for  crippled  children,  and  sees  to  the  fitting  of  splints, 
surgical  boots,  etc. 

It  was  held  upon  44  afternoons  during  1932,  and  72  attendances 
were  made  by  children  under  school  age.  School  children  made 
212  attendances  and  children  from  adjoining  county  areas  65 
attendances.  This  Clinic  is  proving  of  great  value  in  the  treat- 
ment and  care  of  crippled  children. 
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Dental  Clinic. 

One  session  of  this  Clinic  is  for  patients  referred  from  the  Ante- 


natal Clinic  and  from  the  Infant  Clinics. 

Number  of  sessions  held  ...  ...  ...  43 

Mothers  attending  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Infants  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Attendances  (mothers  114,  infants  42)  ...  ...  156 

Result  of  Treatment. 

Teeth  filled  (temporary  35,  permanent  48)  ...  ...  83 

„ extracted  (temporary  17,  permanent  150)  ...  167 


Other  operations  (Scaling,  Dressing,  Fitting  Dentures,  etc.)  132 

The  first  group  of  these  figures  is  very  much  the  same  as  that 
of  the  previous  year.  But  a great  deal  more  treatment  was  carried 
out,  27  more  teeth  were  filled  and  155  more  extracted. 

MATERNITY  HOME. 

For  the  past  five  years  search  has  been  made  in  the  Borough  for 
a suitable  house  that  could  be  purchased  and  converted  into  a 
Maternity  Home.  As  large  houses  came  into  the  market  they  were 
inspected  and  upon  three  occasions  it  was  at  first  thought  that  a 
suitable  house  had  been  found,  but  each  had,  for  one  reason  or 
another,  to  be  abandoned.  It  was  not  until  some  fifteen  premises 
had  been  inspected  that  No.  32  Lexden  Road  came  to  be  considered 
and  was  finally  decided  upon. 

The  house  is  extremely  well-built,  and  w'ith  very  little  alteration 
it  was  successfully  adapted  for  the  purposes  of  a Maternity  Horae. 

There  are  good  cellars  for  coal  and  storage  purposes  under  the 
house.  Upon  the  ground  floor  is  tlie  Matron’s  sitting-room  and 
office,  the  nursing  staff  dining-room  and  the  nurses’  sitting-room, 
the  maids’  sitting-room,  an  all-electric  kitchen  and  the  isolation 
ward  with  sanitary  annexe,  six  rooms  in  all,  not  including  a large 
pantry,  larder,  two  lavatories  and  cupboards. 

Upon  the  first  floor  are  situate  the  labour  ward,  staff  duty  room, 
babies’  nursery  and  three  wards — two  of  three  beds  and  one  single 
ward,  also  bath-room,  sluice  room  and  lavatory.  Upon  occasion 
the  duty  room  is  used  as  a single  ward,  and  once  it  was  found 
necessary  to  put  up  two  beds  in  the  staff  dining-room  to  make 
accommodation  for  a sudden  influx  of  patients. 

The  staff  bedrooms  are  on  the  top  floor.  There  tare  four  single 
rooms,  two  good  double  rooms,  and  a staff  bath-room. 
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Early  in  the  year  it  seemed  likely  that  the  Home  would  be 
finished,  furnished  and  ready  for  opening  in  April.  But  in  an 
Institution  of  this  sort  mistakes  must  not  occur,  and  that  everything 
might  be  perfectly  ready  the  opening  was  delayed  until  May,  and 
patients  were  booked  as  from  the  Ist  May.  But  birth  is  one  of  tlie 
uncertainties  of  life  and  the  first  baby  chose  to  arrive  about  a month 
before  he  was  expected,  and  actually  for  work  the  Home  opened  on 
April  4th,  upon  which  day  the  first  baby  was  born,  a fine  boy. 

On  May  5th  the  Mayor  (Councillor  G.  W.  B.  Hazell)  officially  opened 
the  Home  and  a large  number  of  visitors  inspected  every  part  of  it. 

The  following  table  gives  certain  figures  dealing  with  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  Home. 


Maternity  Home  (9  months). 


Patients  booking  accommodation  (78  Borough,  31  County) 
„ admitted  (45  Borough,  24  County) 

„ delivered  in  the  Home 

,,  transferred  to  Essex  County  Hospital  for  delivery 
„ attended  by  the  Nursing  Staff 
„ „ „ Doctors 

Forms  sent  for  Medical  Aid  under  the  Midwives  Acts 


109 

69 

67 

9 

w 

31 

36 
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The  two  uromen  were  transferred  to  the  County  Hospital  as  they 
had  been  admitted  too  late  for  labour  to  be  induced  and  Caesarian 
Section  was  necessary. 

One  Avoman  Avith  a raised  temperature  AA’as  admitted  at  the 
urgent  request  of  a general  practitioner.  After  delivery  she  Avas 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  as  the,  temperature  remained  high. 
She  had  a mild  attack  of  Puerperal  Fever,  but  coming  so  soon 
under  treatment  she  made  a good  and  rapid  recoA’-ery. 

Patients  book  accommodation  at  the  Health  Offices  at  any  time 
during  the  day,  Avhen  they  are  intervieAA'ed  by  a lady  clerk.  They 
are  ahA^ays  advised  to  visit  the  Home  and  see  the  Matron  and 
particularly  to  put  themseh'^es  under  the  antenatal  care  of  their 
own  doctors  or  to  attend  the  Borough  Antenatal  Clinic,  Avhich  is 
attended  on  Monday  afternoons  by  a lady  doctor. 

V'ery  soon  after  the  Home  opened  patients  applied  for  admission 
from  Districts  in  the  neighbourhood  and  it  became  necessary  to 
make  arrangements  Avith  the  County  Council  for  the  admission  of 
those  patients  Avho  could  not  pay  full  fees. 
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The  terms  of  admission  vary  from  a minimum  fee  of  £,2121-  per 
week  to  a maximum  of  £5151-  per  week  according  to  the  means  of 
the  applicant.  The  County  Council  agreed  to  make  up  to  £3/10/- 
per  week  the  amount  paid  by  any  County  patient  whose  admission 
was  approved  by  tlie  County  Medical  Officer ; such  patients  to  pay 
a minimum  fee  of  £2/2/-. 

It  was  considered  desirable  that  a medical  practitioner  with 
special  experience  in  midwivery  should  be  appointed  as  consultant 
to  attend  any  cases  in  which  his  special  knowledge  might  be 
needed,  and  Dr.  M.  P.  Eeddington  was  appointed. 

Eesponsibility  for  the  administration  of  the  Home  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A large  number  of  abnormal  cases  was  admitted  and  the  list 
below  gives  the  abnormalties  from  which  the  cases  suffered. 


Abnormalities. 


Abnormal  Presentation  (Breech  5,  Face  1) 
Twins 

Premature  Birth 
Post-mature  Birth 
Forceps  Delivery 
Craniotomy 
Induction  of  Labour 
Albuminuria  ... 

Placenta  praevia 
Ante-partum  Haemorrhage... 

I^ost-partum  Haemorrhage... 

Emergency  Cases 
Sticky  Eyes  (Baby’s) 


6 

1 

5 

1 

15 

1 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 


It  will  be  seen  that  a high  proportion  (70%)  of  the  patients  admitted 
were  difficult  cases  or  were  suffering  frozn  some  kind  of  abnormality. 
The  fact  that  not  one  single  patient  developed  a temperature 
indicates  the  very  high  standard  of  midwifery  and  nursing  main- 
tained in  the  Home.  When  starting  a new  enterprise  it  is  always 
difficult  to  avoid  mistakes.  It  can  truthfully  be  said  that  the  staff 
at  the  Maternity  Home  have  made  no  mistakes  and  their  work  has 
been  consistently  excellent. 
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Capital  Cost  of  the  Home. 

The  cost  of  the  house  and  land,  with  certain  costs,  was 
£3,358/13/6. 

Alterations  had  to  be  carried  out  in  the  house,  fixed  basins  wdth 
hot  and  cold  water  were  placed  in  all  wards  and  bedrooms,  hot 
water  radiators  were  installed  with  a separate  boiler  in  the  base- 
ment. The  whole  of  the  electric  fittings  were  overhauled,  special 
lighting  switches  \vere  placed  in  the  wards  and  a number  of  high- 
power  plugs  for  electric  radiators  and  sterilizers  had  to  be  fixed. 

The  labour  ward  floor  was  covered  with  special  seamless  flooring, 
the  floors  of  the  other  wards  and  rooms  being  covered  with  linoleum. 
In  addition  all  the  wards,  staff  living  rooms,  bedrooms,  and  the 
kitchen  had  to  be  completely  furnished  and  all  glass,  crockery,, 
cutlery,  carpets,  curtains,  etc.,  obtained. 

The  cost  of  the  furnishing,  equipment  and  alterations  w^as 
£1,867/16/9.  Thus  the  total  capital  cost  of  the  Maternity  Home 
was  £3,358/13/6  + £1,867/16/9  = £5,226/10/3. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  £20,000  is  not  an  unusual  cost  for 
a Home  of  this  nature  and  size,  and  the  estimate  for  building  such 
a Home  without  the  fittings,  furnishing  and  equipment  would  be 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  £10,000,  the  Council  may  congratulate 
themselves  upon  having  obtained  an  up-to-date,  well-equipped 
Home  in  a very  well-built  and  convenient  house  at  an  extremely 
low  figure. 

It  has  been  mentioned  above  that  45  Borough  cases  were  admitted 
to  the  Maternity  Home  during  the  nine  months  the  Home  was  open 
in  1932.  These  patients  paid  the  following  fees — 

Fees  paid  by  Boroug^h  Patients  in  the  Maternity  Home. 


Amount  paid  per  day. 


6/- 

6,6 

7/6 

8/6 

9/- 

10,- 

12,. 

15/- 

Number  of  Patients... 

18 

4 

10 

4 

1 

4 

h 

Two  patients  paying  6/-  per  day  were  admitted  a week  before 
their  confinements  for  medical  reasons.  They  Avere  charged  4/- 
per  day  for  this  period. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water,  Oraina£e,  Sewerae^e  and  Scaveng^ing-- 

The  water  mains  were  extended  3 miles  82  yards  during  1932, 
of  this  f mile  was  a 6- inch  feeder  main  in  Ipswich  Road  which 
materially  improved  the  supply  in  this  district. 

The  consumption  of  water  per  head  per  day  for  all  purposes  was 
277  gallons. 

The  supply  continues  satisfactory  in  both  quality  and  quantity. 

There  was  no  great  alteration  in  the  Drainage  and  Sewerage  of 
the  Borough. 


Closet  Accommodation  and  Wells. 


Type  of  Closet. 

1930 

1931 

1932 

Privy  ... 

39 

37 

35 

Pail  Closets 

127 

129 

128 

Cess-pools 

129 

129 

139 

Wells  ... 

153 

155 

157 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Main  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage 
cannot  keep  up  with  the  growth  of  new  houses.  It  will  be  noted 
that  the  number  of  Cesspools  has  increased  by  10.  This  is  because 
19  new  ones  have  been  constructed  and  nine  have  been  done  away 
with.  But  in  a wide  spreading  Borough  such  as  Colchester,  small 
groups  of  houses  spring  up  in  the  more  rural  parts  that  are  most 
difficult  to  connect  with  the  main  water  and  sewerage  except  at  a 
prohibitive  cost. 

The  “Bradford”  System  of  Refuse  Disposal  continues  to  be  a 
success.  There  are  five  refuse  dumps  in  the  Borough. 


Year. 

Ash-pits  Abolished. 

Ash-bins  Provided. 

1930 

2 

141 

1931 

5 

155 

1932 

2 

216 

Sanitary  Inspection. 

General  Summary  of  Work  carried  out  hy  Sanitary  Inspector's 
Department  under  Public  Bealtk  Acts,  Housing  Acts,  Bye-laws, 

etc. 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  270 

Defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,148 

Defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  3,703 
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Factories  and  Workshops  inspected  ...  ...  29 

Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  459 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  77 

Housing. 

Floors  repaired — bedroom  35,  others  125  ...  160 

Walls,  internal,  repaired — skirting  boards  11,  plastei- 

121,  match-boarding  10,  brickwork  33  ...  175 

„ external,  repaired — plaster  18,  brickw'ork  92, 
weather-boards  5,  re-pointed  79,  air-bricks 

put  in  14  ...  ...  ...  ...  208 

Ceilings — plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  170 

Doors — provided  10,  new  sills  80,  weather-boards  22, 
repaired  84,  joints  between  frames  and  brick- 
work renewed  23  ...  ...  ...  219 

Windows — made  to  open  37,  enlarged  3,  cords,  etc., 
provided  124,  other  repairs  321,  joints  between 
frames  and  brickwork  renewed  39  ...  ...  524 

Ovens — repaired  or  renewed...  ...  ...  44 

Firegrates — repaired,!  including  hearths,  surrounds, 

firebacks  and  mantels  ...  ...  ...  87 

Stairs — handrails  provided  73,  treads  repaired  99, 

balusters  repaired  or  provided  30  ...  ...  202 

Booms — cleansed  and  re-decorated  ...  ...  55 

Roofs — repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Rain-water  pipes  and  gutters — gutters  repaired  47, 
downpipes  repaired  29,  downpipes  lengthened  30, 
downpipes  disconnected  17,  gutters  freed  from 
obstruction  10,  gutters  provided  9,  downpipes 

provided  18  ...  ...  ...  160 

Water-buUs  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chimneys — repaired  64,  pots  renewed  14  ...  78 

Food  cupboards  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  39 

Wash-houses — repaired  41,  coppers  provided  14, 

coppers  repaired  27,  furnaces  repaired  17  ...  99 

Houses  — concrete  plinth  to  avails  23,  damp  walls 

remedied  226  ...  ...  ...  249 

Yards  paved  39,  paving  repaired  94  ...  ...  133 

Sinks — provided  79,  repaired  9,  w^nste  pipes  provided 

84  ...  ...  ...  ...  172 

Sculleries — brickwork  repaired  11,  floors  paved  17  ...  28 
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Water  Supply. 

New  water  taps  provided 

New  services  put  in 

Service  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

Wells  and  Pumps,  cleansed  or  repaired  ... 

Defects  reported  to  Water  Supply  Department 


73 

61 

lo 

3 

27 


Drainage. 

Drains  provided  64,  repaired  15,  reconstructed  3,  traps 
or  gullies  provided  91,  grids  to  gullies  8,  drains 
ventilated  8,  ventilating  shafts  repaired  4,  ob- 
structions removed  52,  insanitary  traps  abolished 
2,  gullies  cleansed  4,  house  drained  to  sewer  1, 
old  drains  abolished  3 ...  ...  ...  255 

Inspection  chambers — provided  9,  new  covers  8...  17 

Water-closets — provided  6,  re-built  6,  pans  and  traps 
renewed  23,  flushing  apparatus  provided  5,  flush- 
ing apparatus  repaired  or  renewed  69,  obstructions 
removed  3,  pans  cleansed  3,  water  supply  pipes 
repaired  6,  other  repairs  233,  lighting  provided  8 362 


Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  3 

Privies  abolished  ...  ...  ...  2 

Privies  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Other  Sanitary  Work. 

Books  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  76 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  166 

Articles  of  clothing  disinfected  ...  ...  3759 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  15 

Dead  animals  removed  from  public  places  and  buried  7 

Overcrowding  nuisances  abated  or  recommendations 

for  Council  House  ...  ...  ...  30 

Pig-keeping  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  3 

Other  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  7 

Matters  reported  to  Borough  Surveyor’s  Department  27 
Ashbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  216 

Insanitary  ashpits  abolished...  ...  ...  2 

Vans  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 

Common  Lodging  House  inspections  ...  ...  9 

Ke-visits  in  connection  with  Sanitary  Notices — 

P.H.  Act,  1,869 ; H.  Act.  1,474  ...  ...  3,343 


Interviews  with  Property  Owners,  Tradesmen,  etc.  ...  723 
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Milk  and  Dairies  Order. 

Requirements  complied  with...  ...  ...  19 

Offensive  Trades  Byelaws. 

Requirements  complied  with...  ...  ...  6 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

Visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 

Bye-laws  in  respect  to  Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

Visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Rats  and  Mice  {^Destruction)  Act. 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Advice  as  to  destruction  given  ...  ...  32 

Letters  to  Owners  or  Occupiers  of  premises  ...  13 

Premises  freed  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  28 


It  should  be  noted  that  a number  of  visits  and  inspections  were 
made  under  the  new  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Tents,  Vans,  etc., 
and  with  respect  to  Houses  let  in  lodgings.  Both  sets  of  Bye-laws 
are  proving  very  useful. 


Premises  and  Occupations  controlled  by  Bye-laws  and 
Reg^ulations.  Offensive  Trades. 


Number. 

Inspections. 

Fish  Frier 

26 

34 

Gut  Scraper  ... 

1 

35 

Tallow  Melter 

2 

67 

Rag,  Bone  and  Skin  Dealer 

6 

4 

Bone  Boiler 

1 

32 

Total 

36 

172 

Horse  Slaughterer 

1 

10 

Only  a few  minor  complaints  were  received  of  any  of  these 
premises,  and  these  were  easily  dealt  with.  All  these  businesses 
are  well  and  properly  conducted. 


Common  Lodg^ine:  Houses. 

The  one  Registered  Common  Lodging  House  serves  a useful 
purpose  and  is  well  looked  after  and  conducted. 
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Other  Sanitary  Conditions  requiring^  Notice. 

Schools.  The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  continues  to  be 
satisfactory.  All  the  Schools  now  receive  the  town  water. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928.  There  are  no  premises  dealing 
with  Rag  Flock  in  the  Borough. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of 


Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories  (Including  Factory  Laundries) 
Workshops  (Including  Workshop 

9 

1 

... 

Laundries)  ... 

Workplaces  (Other  than  Outworkers’ 

11 

6 

premises) 

... 

... 

Total 

20 

7 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

12) 

Kemedied 

(3) 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

Prosecu- 

tions 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts*: — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

9 

9 

Want  of  ventilation 

1 

1 

... 

Overcrowding  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Other  nuisances... 

6 

6 

... 

Sanitary  accommodation — 
Insufficient... 

1 

1 

Unsnitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

... 

... 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground bakehouse  (s.  101) 

Other  offences  (Excluding  off- 
ences relating  to  outwork 
and  offences  under  the  sec- 
tions mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of 
Powers  Order,  1921). 

2 

2 

1 

Total 

23 

23 

1 

... 

* Including  thoae  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


1 
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Outwork  in  Unwholesome.  Premises,  Section  108. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Inetances. 

Notices 

served. 

Prosecutions. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Wearing  Apparel — Making,  &c. 

... 

... 

Total 

... 

... 

Home  Work. 


Outworkers’  Lists.  Section  107. 

Lists  received  from  Em- 

Lists  received  from  Em- 

ployers  twice  a year. 

ployers  once  a 

year. 

o S * 

Nature  of 

Work. 

Outworkers. 

Outworkers. 

a>  O be 

> ^ a 

M 5, 

Lists. 

Lists. 

« a £ 

Con- 

Work- 

Con- 

Work- 

^ 9 U 

tractors. 

men. 

tractors. 

men. 

o 2* 

55  S 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(6) 

(6) 

(7) 

W eari  n g Apparel 
Making,  etc. . . 
Furniture  and 

30 

669 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Upholstery  . . 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sack  Making  . . 
Paper  Receptacle 

2 

2 

“ 

Making 

2 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total . . 

38 

— 

687 

— 

— 

— 

4 

The  usual  procedure  of  transferring  particulars  of  Outworkers 
resident  in  other  districts  to  those  districts  has  been  continued. 
Similarly,  particulars  have  been  received  from  other  districts  of 
Outworkers  in  those  districts  living  in  Colchester. 

During  the  year  21  lists,  containing  302  names,  were  transferred 
from  Colchester,  and  2 lists  Avere  received  from  other  districts. 


HOUSING. 

Statistics  for  the  Year  1932. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  363 

(i.)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  102 

(ii.)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  261 
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I.  — Inspection  of  Divelling  Houses. 

Inspection  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  ..  ...  ...  ...  782 

and  Niunber  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  4,307 

(2)  Number  of  dAvelling-houses  (included  under  Sub- 
head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  (Consolidated  Regulations, 

1932)  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

and  Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  1,616 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  8 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  637 

II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  540 

III.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1930— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

(notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  19 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  H> 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

^ B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
I m notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

X remedied  ...  ...  ..  ...  57 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices ; 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  59 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  4 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1930- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  25 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 

ance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  31 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  — 

E.  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  — 

F.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925— 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority,  850. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Premises 

Number 

Inspections 

Slaughter-houses : — 

Registered 

9^ 

18 

1,063 

Licensed 

• » . 

9 J 

Bakehouses 

Underground 

... 

32) 

1 J 

33 

57 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

... 

... 

85 

219 

•Cowsheds 

... 

55 

149 

Milk. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923. 
Licences  issued  jor  sale  of  Graded  Milk,  1928. 


Certified  Milk  ...  ...  ...  3 

Grade  “ A ” (Tuberculin  Tested)  Milk  ...  2 

Grade  “A”  Milk  ...  ...  1 

Pasteurised  Milk...  ...  ...  6 


No  licences  were  refused  or  revoked  during  the  year. 
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Meat. 

Carcasses  Examined  by  the  Meat  Inspectors. 

Cattle.  Swine.  Sheep.  Total. 

680  2,225  1,763  ...  4,668 

Whole  Carcasses  Condemned  and  Destroyed. 

4 Oxen  12  Pigs  4 Sheep 

These  Carcasses  were  condemned  for  such  conditions  as 
Generalized  Tuberculosis ; Septicaemia ; Immaturity ; Swine 
Erysipelas,  etc. 


Parts  of  Carcasses  Condemned  and  Destroyed. 
Cattle — Pigs — 


Livers  ... 

lbs. 

1,103 

Heads  and  Tongues  ... 

lbs. 

2,370 

Heads  and  Tongues... 

472 

Mesenteries 

• . • 

1251 

Mesenteries 

93 

Plucks  . . . 

30 

Lungs  ... 

95 

Lungs 

3 

Pluck  s . . . 

30 

Livers 

81i 

Heart  ... 

8 

Kidneys  ... 

8 

Kidneys 

5 

Other  parts 

80 

Beef,  clod  and  brisket 

34 

Gut  Fats... 

6 

1,840 

2,704 

Miscellaneous,  including  Other  Foods — 

Mutton 

lbs. 

10 

Fish 

• • • • • • 

119 

Chilled  Beef... 

... 

267 

396 

200  Bottles  of  Pickles,  200  Tins  of  Fruit. 

Total  Weight  of  Food  Condemned  and  Destroyed,  4 tons, 

1 qtr.,  9 lbs. 

During  the  year  228  visits  and  inspections  were  made  to  places 
where  food  was  stored  or  prepared. 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


Result  of  Analysis  of  Samples  taken  v.nder  the  Sale  of  Food  and 

Drugs  Acts. 


Samples. 

Number  of 
Samples. 

Adulter- 

ated. 

New  Milk  ... 

52 

16 

Lard 

1 

Rice 

2 

Sugar 

2 

Cocoa 

1 

Rum 

1 

Mixture  of  Paregoric 

1 

White  Pepper 

2 

Coffee 

4 

Butter 

8 

Tapioca ' 

1 

Ice  Cream  ... 

2 

Golden  Syrup 

1 

Raisins 

3 

Cream 

3 

Stout  ...  ... 

1 

Com  Flour  ... 

1 

Cinnamon  Essence 

1 

Condensed  Milk 

1 

Tea 

2 

Brandy 

1 

Sausages 

4 

Ale 

1 

Bread 

2 

Flour 

1 

Port  AVine  ... 

1 

Bacon 

2 

Pearl  Barley 

1 

Olive  Oil 

3 

Meat  Pies 

1 

Lobster  Paste 

1 

Aspirin  Tablets 

1 

Beef  Suet  ... 

1 

Honey 

1 

Strawberry  Jam 

1 

Raspberry  Jam 

1 

Poi-k  Pies 

2 

Lemon  Ciird... 

2 

Tinned  Apricots 

1 

Seidlitz  Powder 

1 

Cheese 

2 

Tinned  Pineapple 

1 

Mixed  Sweets 

1 

Ground  Ginger 

1 

Sultanas 

1 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

2 

127 

16 

Nature  of  Adulteration. 


11  Fat 

De6oient ; 

(a) 

16-6 

per  cent. 

(o) 

16-6 

S> 

('’) 

66 

)) 

(&) 

66 

91 

(b) 

13-3 

ih) 

100 

>> 

Ic) 

16-6 

it 

(c) 

13-3 

ii 

(") 

13-3 

a 

(6) 

20-0 

a 

(c) 

13-3 

a 

5 added  Water: 

(a)  23'5  per  cent, 

(a)  23 '5  ,, 

(o)  ld-4  „ 

(a)  11-7  „ 

(«)  12-9  „ 


(а)  Original  Samples. 

(б)  Course  of  Delivery  Samples, 
(c)  “ Appeal-to-the-Cow”Sample8. 


Two  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  tlie  year.  Three 
samples  of  milk  from  one  A’endor  were  found  to  contain  added 
water,  and  he  tvas  condemned  to  three  months  imprisonment. 
Another  vendor  tvas  fined  £5  and  15/-  special  costs  owing  to  the 
presence  of  added  tvater  in  two  samples  purchased  from  him. 
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Warnings  were  sent  to  the  vendors  or  producers  in  all  the  cases 
of  fat  deficiency. 

The  samples  of  New  Milk,  Butter,  Cream,  Ice  Cream,  Bacon, 
Meat  Pies,  Lobster  Paste,  Pork  Pies,  Sausages,  Bread,  Tinned 
Apricots  and  Tinned  Pineapple  were  all  examined  for  the  presence 
of  Preservatives. 


Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  1912-1917. 


(a) 

Number  of  Samples 
examined  for  the  pre- 
sence of  a preservative. 

(hj 

Number  in  which  a Pre- 
servative Avas  reported 
to  be  present  and  per- 
centage of  preservative 
found  in  each  sample. 

Milk,  and  Cream  not  sold 
as  Preserved  Cream — 
Milk 

52 

Cream 

3 

— 

Cream  sold  as  Preserved 
Cream 

— 

— 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OYER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 

the  Year  1932. 


(Civilian  and  Military  Cases.) 


Disease 

Total  Cases  Notified 

Total  Cases  in  Age  Groups 

Under  1 Year 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Op 

o 

10-14 

15-19 

20-34 

35-44 

45-64 

65  and  over 

Small  Pox 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

87 

... 

1 

4 

4 

10 

39 

16 

4 

7 

2 

... 

Diphtheria 

37 

, . , 

. . • 

3 

3 

11 

8 

4 

7 

1 

... 

... 

ilnteric  Fever 

(including  > 

2 

. . « 

• • . 

• • • 

• . . 

... 

. . . 

1 

... 

1 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

Paratyphoid)  J 

Puerperal  Fever... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

Pneumonia 

137 

5 

5 

1 

6 

6 

16 

3 

6 

27 

16 

27 

20 

1 

( 


Cases  admitted  to 
Hospital 


Other  Diseases  Generally  Notifiable 


a> 

Total  Cases  in 

Age  Groups 

o 

•4J 

Disease. 

•fad 

O 

12; 

03 

O 

03 

a 

o 

"5 

o 

Under  1 Year 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Oi 

lO 

10-14 

15-19 

20-34 

35-44 

45-64 

65  and  over. 

Cases  admitted 

Hospital 

Malaria 

•• 

6 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

1 

... 

... 

Erysipelas 

16 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

3 

8 

2 

2 

Acute  Polio- 
encephalitis 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Acute  Anterior 
Poliomyelitis 

Cerebro- Spinal 
Meningfitis 

Dysentery 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

3 

2 

1 

... 

6 

Other  Diseases  Notifiable  Locally. 


Measles 

171 

6 

33 

29 

36 

67 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

116 

20 

18 

21 

22 

35 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

Deaths  due  to  an  Infectious  Disease,  1932. 

(Civilian  and  Military), 


Disease 

Total  Deaths 

Age  at  Death 

Under  1 Year 

1 

2 

3 

4 

o 

10-14 

15-19 

CO 

6 

35-44 

45-64 

1 66  and  over  | 

Diphtheria 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

3 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Pneumonia 

89 

3 

2 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

12 

10 

29 

31 

Erysipelas 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Measles 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 
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Isolation  Hospital. 

Cases  admitted  to  the  isolation  Hospital,  1932. 


Authoritj  sending  in  cases 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid 

Fever 

Other 

Diseases 

Total 

Colchester  Borough  ... 

74 

28 

1 

18 

121 

1 

4 

1 

6 

Essex  County  Hospital 

2 

... 

2 

4 

1 

1 

Mental  Institutions  .... 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

War  Department 

10 

9 

11 

30 

2 

2 

Walton  U.D. 

... 

11 

* . • 

11 

1 

1 

Sudbury  U.D. 

1 

... 

1 

Tendring  H.D. 

23 

4 

1 

3 

31 

1 

2 

3 

Lexden  and  Winstree  R.D. 

8 

3 

2 

13 

1 

1 

Melford  E.D. 

3 

1 

4 

Essex  County  Council 

... 

60 

60 

7 

7 

Wivenhoe  U.D. 

1 

. . • 

. . » 

1 

Brightlingsea  U.D.  ... 

Frinton  U.D. 

1 

... 

1 

Total  Cases 

124 

55 

2 

97 

278 

Deaths 

1 

6 

1 

13 

21 

Deaths  from  the  various  diseases  are  given  in  italics. 


In  the  above  table  the  97  “Other  Diseases”  may  be  classified 
as  follows : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis...  58 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  2 

Tonsillitis  ...  ...  6 

Diphtheria  Carriers  ...  4 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  2 

Measles  (2  with  Broncho- 
pneumonia) ...  7 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  1 

The  13  deaths  among  these  were  due  ta  Tuberculosis  (7)^ 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever  (4\  Measles  and  Pneumonia  (1),  and 
Pneumonia  (1). 


Suspected  Puerperal  Fever  1 
Septic  Rash  ...  ...  I 

Whooping  Cough  ...  4 

Laryngitis  ...  ...  1 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  1 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ...  7 
Erysipelas  ...  ...  2 


32 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Borough  Cases — 

Notified,  87  ; not  notified,  nil  ...  ...  ...  87 

Nursed  at  home  or  in  other  institutions  ...  ...  2 

Removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  85 

Return  Cases  ...  ...  ...  2 = 2‘35% 

Deaths  at  home  or  in  other  institutions  ...  ...  nil 

„ in  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  I 

Cases  from  Outside  Districts — 

Admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  39 

Deaths  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  nil 


Total  Cases  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  124 

Total  Deaths  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  1 = 0’80% 

The  one  death  that  occuiTed  from  Scarlet  Fever  was  a child  who 
also  suffered  from  a Congenitally  Defective  Heart. 

Two  of  the  children  admitted  had  had  recent  operations,  one  for  a 
cyst  in  the  axilla,  the  other  for  Peritonitis.  Both  made  good 
recoveries. 

The  Borough  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  distributed  in  the 
Wards,  Garrison  and  Listitutions  as  follows  : 

Northward.  Southward.  Eastward.  Westward.  Garrison.  Institutions.  Total 

17  20  15  23  8 4 = 87 

Two  patients  from  the  outside  districts  were  operated  ujion  by 
the  Consulting  Surgeon.  Both  suffered  from  Otitis  Media,  and  in 
both  cases  the  operations  were  successful  and  the  children  made 
good  recoveries. 

The  number  of  patients  sent  in  from  the  neighbouring  districts 
was  much  smaller  than  usual. 


Diphtheria. 

Borough  Cases — 

Notified,  37  ; not  notified,  nil  ... 

Nursed  at  home  or  in  other  institutions 
Removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
Deaths  at  home  or  in  other  institutions 
„ in  the  Isolation  Hospital 

Cases  from  Outside  Districts — 

Admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
Deaths  in  the  Isolation  Hospital 
Total  Cases  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
Total  Deaths  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  ... 


37 

nil 

37 

nil 

4 

18 

9 

id 

55 
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The  total  number  of  patients  suffering  from  Diphtheria  and 
admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  was  unusually  low.  But  for  so 
small  a number  there  was  an  unusually  high  percentage  of  severe 
or  late  cases.  The  operation  of  Tracheotomy  was  necessary  in  five 
cases,  and  of  these  two  died.  Both  were  very  severe  cases  in  which 
heart  failure  supervened.  The  other  three  made  good  recoveries. 
A youth  of  20  years  old,  after  a well-marked  but  not  serious  attack, 
developed  almost  complete  paralysis,  and  his  recovery  was  delayed 
owing  to  this  for  nearly  four  months. 

Altogether  6 deaths  from  Diphtheria  occurred.  All  of  them  were 
late  severe  cases  that  had  not  received  antitoxin  until  too  late  in 
the  disease. 

The  Borough  cases  occurred  in  the  Wards  and  Institutions  as 
follows ; — 

North  Ward  South  Ward  East  Ward  West  Ward  Garrison  Institutions  Total 

6 9 10  2 9 1 = 37 


Enteric  Fever. 

Borough  Cases — 

Notified,  2 ; not  notified,  nil  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nursed  at  home  or  in  other  institutions  ...  ...  1 

Removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  at  home  or  in  other  institutions  ...  ...  nil 

„ in  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  nil 

Cases  from  Outside  Districts — 

Admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  1 

Total  Cases  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  3^ 

Total  Db.aths  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  1 


Only  two  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  one 
further  case  was  treated  in  the  Essex  County  Hospital.  The  latter 
case  was  apparently  infected  in  Hampshire,  where  the  patient  had 
been  nursing  a case  of  Typhoid  Fever. 

The  patient  that  died  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  was  a very  severe 
case  that  survived  only  five  days. 

Of  the  two  Borough  cases,  one  was  a severe  case  of  true  Typhoid, 
the  other  a mild  case  of  Paratyphoid  B. 
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Pneumonia. 

Total  Borough  Oases — 

Cases  notified,  137  ; not  notified,  49  ...  ...  186 

Number  of  C.\ses  occurring  in  Garrison  or  Institutions  120 

Total  Number  of  De.^ths  ...  ...  ...  89 

These  186  cases  were  distributed  in  the  Wards  and  Institutions 
in  the  Borough  as  follows  : 

North  Ward.  South  Ward.  East  Ward.  West  Ward.  Institutions.  Garrison. 

12  14  25  15  104  16 

This  is  a large  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified,  and  a 
decided  improvement  in  notification.  It  is  probable  that  only 
about  25  per  cent,  of  cases  were  not  notified  and  this  is  a great 
improvement  upon  previous  years.  An  unusually  large  number  of 
cases  were  reported  from  the  Institutions  in  the  Borough. 


Cerebro-spinal  Fever. 

Total  Borough  Cases — 

Cases  notified,  7 ; not  notified,  nil  ...  ...  7 

Cases  occurring  in  the  Garrison  "...  ...  5 

Removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  6 

Nursed  at  home  or  in  other  Institutions  ...  1 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cases  from  Outside  Districts  admitted  to  the  Isolation 

Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  1 

Total  Cases  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  8 

Total  Deaths  in  the  Isolation  Hospital...  ...  4 


This  is  always  a very  dangerous  disease  and  the  Mortality  may 
vary  from  30  per  cent,  to  70  per  cent.,  and  the  latter  figure  appears 
to  be  the  more  frequent. 

Five  of  the  above  cases  were  soldiers  from  the  Garrison  and  two 
of  these  died.  Two  of  the  other  cases  were  infants,  one  of  18 
months  transferred  from  the  Essex  County  Hospital.  He  was 
seriously  ill  and  died  a few  days  after  admission.  The  other,  a 
baby  of  6 months,  was  treated  in  the  Essex  County  Hospital  and 
recovered. 

The  last  case  was  admitted  from  a neighbouring  district.  She 
rapidly  became  seriously  ill  and  at  the  husband’s  request  a 
specialist  from  London  was  consulted  but  he  could  only  agree  that 
her  condition  was  hopeless. 
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Encephalitis  Lethar^^ica  and  Acute  Anterior 
Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  were  notified  during  the 
year.  A child  of  eight  years  old  was  notified  from  the  Essex 
County  Hospital  as  suffering  from  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis, 
and  a baby  of  nineteen  months  was  notified  from  the  same 
institution  as  a case  of  Acute  Polio-encephalitis. 

Erysipelas,  Malaria,  Dysentery. 

Erysipelas — 

Borough  cases  notified,  16  ; not  notified,  1...  ...  17 

Removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cases  admitted  to  the  Hospital  from  Neighbouring  Districts  nil 
Deaths  in  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Six  of  the  17  cases  occurred  in  Institutions. 

Both  cases  that  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  were 
seriously  ill  but  both  responded  well  to  treatment  and  made  good 
recoveries.  One  was  a man,  the  other  a baby  of  only  a few 
months  old. 

Six  cases  of  Malaria  were  notified.  Five  were  soldiers  who  had 
contracted  tho  disease  abroad,  the  sixth  was  an  ex-soldier  who 
suffered  from  a relapse  while  in  the  Public  Assistance  Institution. 

One  case  of  Dysentery  was  notified  from  the  Royal  Eastern 
Counties  Institution. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  a small  epidemic  of  Measles  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  but  by  the  end  of  June  this  had  completely  died  out.  Two 
cases  that  were  notified  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  both  contracted 
the  disease  away  from  Colchester.  Only  one  death  was  due  to 
Measles,  a veiy  severe  case  that  was  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  in  an  almost  hopeless  condition. 

116  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  and  three  deaths 
occurred.  Four  children  with  this  disease  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  and  all  made  good  recoveries. 

Isolation  Hospital  Staff.  One  nurse  contracted  Diphtheria  and 
one  housemaid  developed  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year. 

I 
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Cancer. 

The  small  but  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Cancer  affects  Colchester  in  the  same  way  as  elsewhere.  There 
appears  to  be  no  particular  incidence  of  the  various  forms  of 
Cancer,  and  the  numbers  are  too  small  to  draw  any  deductions  with 
reference  to  either  incidence  or  prevalence  of  any  particular  type. 

Leaflets  explaining  the  early  signs  and  symptoms  of  Cancer  are 
regularly  and  constantly  distributed  and  explained  by  the  Health 
Nurses  to  those  upon  whom  they  call  or  with  whom  they  have 
dealings. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

All  known  cases  of  Blindness  are  reported  to  the  County 
Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind. 


Tuberculosis. 


There  were  33  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  6 from 
other  forms  of  the  disease,  or  39  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  all 
forms. 

Two  persons  died  from  Tuberculosis  who  had  not  been  previously 
notified,  a percentage  of  5 of  the  deaths  from  this  disease. 

The  percentages  of  cases  that  have  died  of  Tuberculosis  during 
the  past  five  years,  without  having  been  previously  notified,  were — 
1928  1929  1930  1931  1932 

17  10  15  21  5 
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It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  that  only  two  persons  died  from 
Tuberculosis  who  had  not  been  notified,  the  percentage  of  such 
cases  making  a remarkable  fall. 


The  total  number  of  cases  each  year  is  shown  in  the  Tubercu- 
losis Register,  and  the  totals  each  year  for  the  past  five  years 
have  been — 


1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

Pulmonary  Cases 

224 

214 

223 

218 

211 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

92 

86 

94 

87 

80 

Public  Health  {Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925, 
Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62. 

No  action  was  found  necessary  under  either  of  the  above  powers. 


W.  F.  CORFIELD,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  etc., 
for  the  Boroiigh  of  Colchester. 


Health  Offices, 

Trinity  Street. 
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